MASSACHUSETTS TOOL Co.
The Massachusetts Tool Co. was created in 1900 by William M. Pratt, a third generation tool
man, to support his foray into the precision tools business.
William Pratt had purchased into the Goodell Brothers Company in 1895 and on gaining a
controlling interest in the business in 1899 renamed it the Goodell-Pratt Company. At the
time that Pratt acquired his controlling interest in the business, the line-up included push,
hand, bench and breast drills, spiral screwdrivers, a bit brace, polishing heads, hack saws
and blades, glass cutters, and hollow-handled tool sets. Goodell-Pratt quickly underwent an
aggressive program of expansion which in 1900 included the first of several major additions
to its Greenfield factory. Located next door, on land leased from the Goodell-Pratt Company,
a new building was erected to house the Massachusetts Tool Co. This new business, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Goodell-Pratt, was organised for the purpose of manufacturing
machinists’ and precision tools.
The Massachusetts Tool Co. grew to field a line of products that included rules, micrometers,
calipers, levels, gages, squares, and cutters some of which were added by means of
business acquisitions which included the Lavigne Micrometer Company of New Haven,
Connecticut. The date at which lathes were added to the company price list is not known
but the earliest examples all bear the Massachusetts name on their major components and
insignia on the lid of boxed sets. In 1911, content of the Massachusetts Tool Co. price list
was merged into the catalogue of the Goodell-Pratt Company and lathes were re-branded
accordingly.
Like the Massachusetts Tool Co. branded lathes, those appearing in the Goodell-Pratt
catalogue were still of two distinct qualities – ‘Polishing Lathe’ and ‘Precision Model Lathe’.
Both classes of lathe were similar in appearance but the latter which was aimed at skilled
mechanics, watchmakers and experimenters had a specification which included a hand
scraped bed, perfect alignment, a four step pulley and a draw-in spindle to accept collets.
The 1926 price of a No. 29 ½ Polishing Lathe was $13.00 whilst the No. 700 Precision
Model Lathe Assortment No.1 was an eye-watering $72.00

In addition to the basic items offered in the boxed set, a good selection of attachments and
tooling was also available – although a well-equipped lathe is indeed a rare find. The No.
710 Compound Slide Rest and No. 715 Milling Attachment were particularly well made and
very desirable.

